Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class
2009-2010

Come and join the Adult Bible class on Sunday mornings from 9:35 am to 10:45 am. Our class
islocated on the balcony above Parish Hall. Take the elevator to the 3™ floor, or the stairs near
the Case Library, our class meetsin the first office on the balcony.

The following is the schedule of our series. Please check the monthly newsletter and weekly
bulletins for changes to this schedule. While each series examines special themes, each classis
self-contained and there is no requirement to attend each classin aseries. Please come as your
schedule permits.

September 20 thro October 25: Encounterswith Jesus. Studiesin the Gospel of John by
Frances Taylor Gench

Calvin argued that the gospel of John *“is a key to open the door for understanding the rest.”
Many people love the gospel of John because it is the most christocentric of the gospels, that is,
when we read it, Christ seems more up close and personal. We can find ourselves in direct
encounter with him. Join the Sunday morning Adult Bible class as they explore the challengesin
this gospel and how it informs our faith and lives.

November 1through 15: The Thoughtful Christian’sIntroduction to the Gospel of Mark

Who was Mark? What is different about his Gospel from the other three? Why does he spend
half the book on the death and resurrection of Jesus? How does his message speak to us today?
These and other questions will be examined in this three week introduction to the first gospel.

November 1: Identity of Mark. Why, when and to whom he wrote his gospel.
November 8: What does it mean to call Jesus the Son of God?

How did Mark understand thistitle?
November 15: Mark’s account of the death and resurrection of Jesus.

Why does Mark’ s gospel end strangely compared to the other gospels.

December 6 through 20: The Thoughtful Christian’s Advent Through the Eyes of Those who
Waited

This study by Carol Wehrheim introduces and re-introduces participants to several biblical
charactersfound in the lectionary readings for Advent. First, the prophetsin the book of Isaiah
present us with the idea of waiting and preparing for the Messiah—our work for Advent. Next
we meet John the Baptist who announces the coming of the Messiah. Mary, the mother of Jesus,
isthe main subject of sessions three and four. Protestants, until recently, have not given her

much consideration, but we have much to learn about patience and courage from the mother of
Jesus. Finally, we learn from Elizabeth about how to accept a blessing so long in coming that it is
no longer expected.



January Hiatus

This year the Adult Bible committee has decided to take a hiatusin the month of January
because of the travelsto Israel and to the Gulf Coast. The committee encourages all Adult Bible
class members to attend either Case Library Conversations or the Spiritual Life classes.

February 7 through March 21: Exodus, Interpretation Bible Sudies

During February and March, join the Adult Bible class as they study Exodus. This Old
Testament book is a compelling narrative of three characters: the God of Israel, who rescues a
peoplein captivity after years of silence; Moses, the leader of Israel, who reluctantly accepts his
calling and goes on to become the giver of the Law; and the people of Israel, who struggle to be
faithful to God after facing near extinction at the hands of its captors. In the weaving of their
stories, Exodus becomes a story for our time — a story of seeking and finding a God who redeems
us in our moments of separation and sin.

April 11 through May 23: The Art of Parables: Reinterpreting the Teaching Sories of Jesusin
Word & Sculpture, Charles McCollough

This study of the parables involves both words and images. For each parable, there is a dvd
image of sculpture of the artist’s interpretation of the parable. Each lesson begins with a
guestion to which the parable speaks. Jesus himself often started a parable with a question, such
as “What do you think?’ or “Which one of you...?” These questions are tools to engage a class
to struggle with issues raised in the parables — which have implications for us today, even
though they were asked 2,000 years ago.

April 11: Defining the Parable (The Barren Fig Tree)
18: The Samaritan
25: The Prodigal and Elder Sons
May 2: The Mustard Seed, The Leaven
9: The Young Women
23: The Last Judgment

Monthly Bible Study Groups

WOW Biblestudy: Joshua
2" Thursday of the month
12 Noon in Case Library

WOW (Women of Westminster) invites all interested women to join our brown bag Bible study.
This study begins on October 8" at 12 pm and continues on the 2™ Thursday of the month and
concludes on Thursday, June 10, 2010.

Thisyear our study is Presbyterian Women’ s Horizons “ Joshua: A Journey of Faith.” These
nine monthly lessons will explore the journey taken by Joshua and the Israelites into the land of
Canaan. With each step Joshua and the people made choices to follow God and how to be God's
people. This study will explore themes of Ieadership, the promise land, the concept of holy war,



the process of outsiders becoming insiders, and the covenant God has with al creation. These
themes are important to us today as they wereto the I sraelites then.

Beverages will be provided and participants are encourage to bring a brown bag lunch. Purchase
of thisyear’s study is $6, and alarge print copy is $10. If you're interested in purchasing a study
guide and/or attending please sign up in the Holmes Room. For more information about this
year's study, go to www.pcusa.org/horizons.

The Third Alternative
2nd Tuesday of the month, 6:30 pm —8pm

A small, but determined group of people meet on the second Tuesday of the month for Bible
study. Thisclassisdesigned for folks who enjoy reading Bible stories and discussing how the
texts illuminate their lives. Our first class is Tuesday, October 13" when we begin Hel pmates,
Harlots and Heroes: Women's Storiesin the Hebrew Bible by Alice Bellis. This study will
focus on familiar as well as unfamiliar women in the Bible and we will examine their stories
through the lens of feminist and womanist interpretations.



